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Quote

There’s a robust debate among scholars about how much the Soviet war in Afghanistan led to the demise of the Soviet Union.
There’s no debate that Soviet defeat led to the rise of the Taliban and al-Qaida. “The myth of the superpower was destroyed
not only in my mind but also in the minds of all Muslims,” Osama bin Laden recalled about the Afghan victory. “Slumber and
fatigue vanished.” The idea that our departure, pegged to the 20th anniversary of al-Qaida’s successful attack on America,
won’t be seen as a defeat for the United States by the Taliban and other Islamists is preposterous.

Add or change this opinion item's references

This item argues against the position Withdrawal was justified on the topic Withdrawal of
United States troops from Afghanistan (2020–2021).
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